
Less common 
symptoms: New 

onset of 
stuffy/runny nose, 

body aches, fatigue 
or lethargy

Healthcare 
Provider 

Evaluation 

School receives communication 
from healthcare provider that 
student may return to school 

Return to school 
after symptoms 
improved AND 

fever-free for 24 
hours w/o fever 
reducing meds

Siblings & 
household 

contacts do not 
need to stay 

home or 
quarantine

More common 
symptoms: Fever 

>100.4, chills, 
cough, sore throat, 

shortness of 
breath, difficulty 

breathing, loss of 
taste or smell, 

headache, 
diarrhea, nausea / 

vomiting

Schedule 
COVID-19 

testSiblings and 
household 

contacts must 
stay home or will 

be sent home ISOLATE: Stay at home for 10 
days from time symptoms 

started until symptoms 
improved (or date of positive 
test) AND fever-free for 24 

hours w/o fever reducing meds

Siblings & 
household 

contacts return 
to school

QUARANTINE: Stay home from all 
activities for at least 14 days since 

last contact with COVID positive 
person

Close contact 
with someone 

who tested 
positive for 
COVID-19:

Spent 15 minutes 
or more within 6 

feet of an infected 
person (with or 

without mask) or 
lives in the same 

household

Sibling and 
household 

contacts DO 
NOT need to 
stay home if 
student can 
quarantine

Siblings & household 
contacts stay home and 

quarantine from all 
activities for at least 14 

days (unless student was 
quarantined)

COVID-19 
POSITIVE

Alternate 
diagnosis 
(e.g. cold) 

Not tested for 
COVID-19 / Treat 
as Positive (Test 

or 10)

Parent / guardian 
provides school 

copy of negative 
test result

COVID-19 
NEGATIVE 

COVID-19 
NEGATIVE:  

Must 
complete 

14 day 
quarantine 

before 
returning to 

school 

Schedule 
COVID-19 test 5 

- 7 days after 
last contact with 
positive case or 

if student 
develops 
symptoms 

COVID-19 
POSITIVE

Marin County COVID-19 Safety - Decision Tree for Schools (Tiers 1 & 2) 
(Subject to Change:  Updated 10/15/2020)                                 

Notes

This Decision Tree 
is in effect when 
there is widespread 
(Tier 1) or 
substantial (Tier 2) 
COVID-19 activity 
in Marin County 
(Blueprint for a 
Safer Economy).

“Test or 10” - 
Students or staff 
with any one of the 
more common 
symptoms of 
COVID-19 must be 
tested for 
COVID-19 or stay 
at home and isolate 
for at least 10 days. 

https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/
https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/

